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Last month, a federal judge struck down the

National Security Agency’s bulk phone
records collection. This began a six-month

battle between the federal government and a
coalition of plaintiffs led by the American Civil
Liberties Union. The plaintiffs argue the NSA’s
bulk collection of everyone’s phone records

violates the Fourth Amendment. The
government contends that the collection is

legal under Section 215 of the Patriot Act and
has asked to be allowed to continue

collecting the records. However, the judge
has yet to rule on the government’s request
and could also refer the case to the secretive
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. The

surveillance system that is gathering
metadata for everyone’s phone records was

created in 2004 and can cover most
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Americans. It’s been a source of controversy
ever since. One of the most vocal opponents
has been the American Civil Liberties Union,
which filed suit against the NSA in 2006 to

stop the program. This past January, a federal
judge in San Francisco ruled the program
unconstitutional and concluded that the
NSA’s collection of phone records, when

authorized under Section 215 of the Patriot
Act, violated the Fourth Amendment. Despite

the ruling, the program continues. “In our
country people have the right to privacy.

They have the right to be free from
unreasonable searches and seizures. And

that is why the government should have to
get a warrant before it can get your phone
records,” said Jameel Jaffer, ACLU deputy

legal director, in a press release announcing
the decision. “The government says it
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